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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NSCE-00 /031 W 

085416 

P 190345Z FEB 74 
FMUSLO PEKING 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1387 

SECRET PEKING 284 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CH, OVIP (RUSH, KENNETH) 

SUBJECT: PRC CANCELLATION OF DEPSEC'S VISIT 

REF: STATE 032525 

1. USLO WAS MOST DISAPPOINTED TO LEARN THAT WE WILL NOT 
HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY IN PEKING, BUT 
CHINESE DECISION THAT PRESENT TIME "NOT CONVENIENT" CAME AS 
NO SURPRISE. SINCE PLANNING FOR VISIT FIRST BEGAN IN 
DECEMBER THE IDEOLOGICAL CAMPAIGN TO CRITICIZE LIN PIAO AND 
CONFUCIUS HAS MOVED INTO A NEW STAGE INVOLVING MASS PARTICIPATION 
ON A SCALE UNSEEN SINCE THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. ALTHOUGH 

THE CAMPAIGN THUS FAR HAS REMAINED UNDER FIRM CONTROL, THE DEBATES 
OVER CENTRAL VERSUS REGIONAL CONTROL, PARTY VERSUS MILITARY 
AND THE COURSE OF CHINA'S EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
HAVE PRODUCED INTERNAL TENSIONS WHICH WOULD MAKE HIGH 
VISIBILITY VISIT BY A SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIAL DIFFICULT 
AT THIS TIME. WE CONTINUE TO FEEL THAT CHOU REMAINS IN 
CONTROL OF THE SITUATION, BUT A SLIGHTLY LOWER PROF IL E 
ON HIS PART MAY BE CONSIDERED PRUDENT FOR THE TIME BEING. 

2. WHILE THE IDEOLOGICAL DEBATE HAS THUS FAR NOT 
SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECTED FOREIGN POLICY. CURRENT ULTRA-NATIONALIST 
THEMES IN FIELD OF CULTURE AND ATTACKS ON WESTERN 

INFLUENCES HAVE ALREADY DELAYED DECISIONS ON CULTURAL EXCHANGES 
WITH U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES AND PRODUCED MUCH GREATER 
CAUTION ON PART OF DECISION MAKERS. CRITICISM OF WESTERN 
SECRET 

PAGE 02 PEKING 00284 190816Z 

MUSIC AND ANTONIONI FILM ARE PROBABLY MORE RELEVANT TO 
INTERNAL POLITICAL STRUGGLES THAN FOREIGN POLICY, BUT CHOU AND 
MFA PROBABLY SEE DEPUTY SECRETARY'S VISIT AS A COMPLICATING 
FACTOR BEST AVOIDED IN CHINA'S PRESENT ATMOSPHERE. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


3. WHILE WE FEEL THE ABOVE MENTIONED DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
CONCERNS ARE OVERRIDING FACTORS IN PRC DECISION ON DEPUTY 
SECRETARY'S VISIT, WE WOULD ALSO NOT EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY THAT 
THERE MAY BE GROWING IMPATIENCE IN PEKING OVER PACE OF 
DEVELOPMENT OF SINO-U.S. RELATIONS. SIGNALS SUCH AS 
APPOINTMENT OF NEW U.S. AMBASSADOR TO TAIWAN AND INDICATION 
THAT WE FORESEE NO QUALITATIVE CHANGE IN OUR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH ROC IN THE NEAR FUTURE PROBABLY MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT 
FOR THE ARCHITECTS OF THE POLICY OF WASHINGTON-PEKING 
DETENTE TO ADVOCATE A HIGH LEVEL VISIT IN THE ABSENCE OF 
LIKELIHOOD THERE WILL EMERGE CONCRETE EVIDENCE OF FURTHER 
PROGRESS. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, HAN HSU'S STATEMENT THAT PRC WOULD "WELCOME" 
VISIT BY DEPUTY SECRETARY "AT APPROPRIATE TIME" IS ENCOURAGING 
SIGN THAT FUNDAMENTALS OF PRC POLICY TOWARD U.S. HAVE NOT 
CHANGED. NEEDLESS TO SAY, WE SECOND HAN HSU’S WELCOME FOR A 
VISIT AT THE EARLIEST FEASIBLE TIME. 

JENKINS 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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